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February 20, 2007 

TO: Each Suoervisor 

FROM: Jonathan E. Fielding, M.D., M. 
w i r e c t o r  and Health Officer 

SUBJECT: CDC REPORT ON PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PREPAREDESS 

This is to inform you that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is 
releasing today a report on public health emergency preparedness which highlights 
progress made by state and local health departments. The report presents snapshots of 
each state and directly funded locality, including Los Angeles County. 

I am pleased that the County's substantial progress in public health preparedness is 
evident in the findings of the CDC report. The County has been successful in meeting 
almost all of the objectives measured, and separate mention was made of our rapid and 
coordinated response to a meningococcal meningitis outbreak that occurred at a local 
high school in 2006. The report states, "A timely response reassured students and their 
parents that they were being well taken care of by the Department of Public Health 
during this outbreak." Also highlighted by the CDC was the County's March 2007 
"nati6nally unprecedented" joint investigation exercise that tested our ability to 
collaborate with law enforcement and the investiaative orotocols develooed with the .. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Attached is an excerpt of the report with the snapshot of the County. The full report can 
be found on the web at: http://emerqencv.cdc.aov/publications/febO8phprep. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please let me know. 

Attachment 

c: Chief Executive Officer 
County Counsel 
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
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Public health laboratories test and confirm agents that can threaten health. For example, advanced DNA"fingerprinting8' 
techniques and subsequent reporting to the CDC database (PulseNet) are critical to recognize nationwide outbreaks from 
bacteria that can cause severe illness, such as E. coli0157:H7 and Listeria monocytogenes. 

...... 

Conducted bioterrorism exercise that met CDC criteria4(8/05 8/06] Yes : ... ....... ....... 

ucted exercise to test chemical readiness that met CDC criteria4 (8105 - 8/06) - : Yes -, 

Planning provides a framework for how a public health department will respond during an emergency.The plans can be 
tested through external reviews, exercises, and reai events. After-action reports assess what worked well during an exercise or 
real event and how the department can improve. 
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Los Angetes County Collaborates with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Cross-jurisdictional investigation protocols promote timely and coordinated response. 

In the event of public health in a timely manner. LACDPH and FBI activared their 
incidents of suspicious and possibly respective operations centers, deployed representatives 
criminal origin, public health and ar each agency's operations center, exchanged situational 
law enforcement agrndes musr analysis information, and tested their ability to jointly 

coordinate their investigations closely ro reach shared manage the event following Incidenr Command System 

objectives (e.g., determining where, when, and how standards. 
the incidenr occurred). In an effort to promote close 

collaboration, rhe Los Angclcs County Department 

of Public Hralrh (LACDPH) developed and signed a 

memorandum of undersranding (MOU) with the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that guides the course 

of joint investigations. Under the MOU, IACDPH 

developed wrirten prorocols for sharing public health 

information wirh FBI and protocols for FBI ro share 

threat intelligence information with LACDPH. 

LACDPH and FBI conducted a nationally unprecedented 

day-long, full-scale joint investigarian exercisc in March 

2007 to rest rhe recently developed joint investigation 

protocols wirh over 100 LACDPH and FBI personnel. 

The exercise tested the ability of the rwo agencies to 

cnnducr a joint investigation of a covert bioterrorism 

evenr; conduct joint parienr interviews with field sraff 

from both agencies following established protocols at 

multiple sites; and exchange mission critical informarion 

LJ .- - Below are activities conducted by Los Angeles Counry in the area of public health preparedness. They support CDC a 
3 preparedness goals in the areas of detection and reporting, control, and improvement; crosscutring activities help prepare 
n 

for all stages of an event. These data are not comprehensive and do nor cover all preparedness acriviries. 

The sooner public health professionals can detect diseases or other health threats and investigate their causes and effects in 
the community, the more quickly they can minimize population exposure. 
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